WHAT  IS  WORLD   LITERATURE?             15

minor branch of study, if it did not lead to General Literature;
and by that we mean the consideration of literary problems be-
yond the national field, such as period, theme, school, kind,
spirit. This was the ambition of the Danish critic Georg
Brandes in his Main Currents in Nineteenth Century Litera-
ture, It is interesting to note that the French masters who
have created a very active school of Comparative Literature,
Fernand Baldensperger, Paul Hazard, Paul Van Tieghem, are
all advocates of the wider conception.

Certain authorities choose to establish a four-fold division:
Universal Literature, World Literature, Comparative Litera-
ture, General Literature. Universal Literature, in this scheme,
stands for the fullest possible expansion of our field: it em-
braces all literatures, of all ages, in all languages, without in-
sisting on their unity or their relations. World Literature is
limited to those works which are enjoyed in common, ideally
by all mankind, practically by our own group of culture, the
European or Western. In both these cases, the word Literature
applies to a body of literary works, not to their critical study.
Comparative Literature and General Literature, on the con-
trary, are methods of approach. The first is concerned with the
mutual influences between various national literatures j the sec-
ond with those problems which are present in the literature of
every epoch and every country. We do not deny the validity
and the convenience of these distinctions. But they should not
be over-emphasized. They do not represent four separate
branches of learning; they deal with the same material and use
the same mental disciplines. They are four aspects of a single
subject: literature.

SUMMARY

Goethe was the godfather of World Literature. But this
exalted patronage might give a wrong impression: World
Literature begins in the nursery, not in the graduate school. The
most modest readers have access to World Literature, in the
form of the Bible, even when they have never heard of the
term. World Literature is, "not a theory, but a condition."